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that the alliance might end in a war; for it would be a
war whose aim would be the ultimate reconstruction of
the European system, a war which would rehabilitate
France in the eyes of Europe by making her play the part
which had up till then been played by Alexander with
some confusion and many contradictions.*
The treaty was secret. On January 3, Hardenberg, Capo
d'Istria, and Humboldt had come to the meeting of the
four, allied courts without the least suspicion of what had
happened that day. Hence, their surprise was great and
their opposition lively, when Metternich proposed to
admit Talleyrand. It seems that no final decision was
reached that day. But at the meeting of the ninth, Castle-
reagh presented a memorandum which said:
In my opinion, the minister of France should be invited
to attend the deliberations relative to the reconstruction of
the Austrian and Prussian monarchies.5
This time the proposal was accepted, and the five powers
had a meeting the same day. Without knowing about the
alliance, everyone had understood that France, Austria,
and England had made an accord against Prussia and
Russia. Besides, a rumor to that effect had been circu-
lating since the beginning of December/ Now it was no
longer a vague rumor, but an accomplished fact, obvious
to everyone, which profoundly changed the aspect of the
Congress. The satisfaction given to Russia changed it even
more. Alexander was too happy at having obtained what
he asked not to be conciliating. Since he was disposed to
come to terms on Saxony, Prussia, too, had to become less
demanding sooner or later. Nonetheless, there were still
*lbid., pp. 209-213.
aJD'Angebergi op. cit.f p. 188*.
6 In a letter dated December si, Cardinal Consalvi (Rinieri, op. cit.,
p. 151) had announced to Rome the probable action of the three powers.
And he added: "The discord between the Allies provoked by the demands
of Prussia and Russia, have been the great fortune of France. Without
this discord, the role of France at the Congress would have been 0f no
account."                        \